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SGA Announces: 

Old Traditions, New Fest 

As a result of the case study 
completed by the Strawberry 
Festival Project Team, old 
traditions and new rules are 
planned to become a part of 
Strawfest this year. 

Among the revived tradi- 
tions, outdoor games typical 
of an old-fashioned lawn 
party will be held at the 
event. Light refreshments 
and deserts, arts and crafts, 
dancing and singing will be 
a part of the celebration of 
spring spirit that seems to 
have vanished from 
Strawfest throughout the 
years. Also, envisioned by 
Props and Paint, a Daisy 
Chain procession, which rep- 
resents a young women’s de- 
but into society, will pass through the campus grounds several times during the festival. 

The Beer Garden will be replaced by the Strawberry Cafe located in front of the stage and hosted by Props and 
Paint. Alcohol will not be permitted on campus grounds or in any of the four residence halls. 

More student oriented activities are meant to replace the commericalized nature of Strawfest and to promote a 
better sense of community. 



Those were the days: 1939 Daisy Chain. 


Have Any Questia? 

Jessica Elexis Hamilton 
Staff Writer 

It’s the last day of classes and you are ready for the 
Summer Break. The only thing standing between you 
and the beach is a two hundred-page book that you have 
not even started reading yet. As you board the Metro 
North to go home you realize that you left the book in 
your room. What do you do? Well, relax — you got 
Questia. 

Founded in 1998, Questia Media, Inc. has created the 
first on-line service to provide unlimited access to the 
full texts of books. Student Monitor 2000 has docu- 
mented that ninety percent of college students have 
access to the Internet. Eighty percent of those students 
spend an average of eight hours on-line. Questia, Hous- 
ton-based company, launched this service to offer col- 
lege students a way to read books for school and take 
notes in the one place that they spend the most time - 
the World Wide Web. 

The service allows students to read a full text of hyper 
linked sources and automatically create footnotes and 
bibliographies. It also supplies instant access to an on- 
line dictionary, thesaurus and encyclopedia. Students 
can personalize text with highlighting and margin notes 
and can also write and save their papers on-line so that 
they can access them from anywhere at anytime. That 
means no more library trips, no more overdue books, 
no more photocopying. 

Questia has more than 30,000 titles in the humanities 
and social sciences disciplines such as religious stud- 
ies, literature, history, philosophy and psychology. Its 
database is steadily growing and will soon include lit- 
erary criticism and essays. 

Users are allowed to search the entire database for 



The Question Marquis answers any question. 


free. However, for a service this convenient there is a 
price. In order to access full texts there are three types 
of individual membership. The annual membership 
of $149.95, the monthly membership of $19.95 and 
the 48-hour membership of $ 1 4.95 all provide a flex- 
ible accessibility to students. But before you shell out 
big bucks, check the web site out for yourself at 
www.questia.com. This new service for college stu- 
dents may be the answer to your term paper prob- 
lems. 


It’s Hard To Say Good-Bye 

Marie McGillycuddy 
Staff Writer 

Dr. Stuart Minnis, Assistant Professor of the 
Communication Arts Department, will be leav- 
ing The College of New Rochelle at the end of 
this summer for Virginia Beach to teach at Vir- 
ginia Wesleyan College. 

“I enjoyed my time here at CNR, but New York 
just is not for me and my family,” Dr. Minnis 
said. 

Dr. Minnis has served the CNR community for 
the past two years. Within those years he has 
Updated the television studio editing equipment 
and shared a passion for film with his students. 

Dr. Minnis has taught classes from Introduction 
to Film to Television Studio Production. 

“Dr. Minnis helped bring our studio into the 21st 
century. He also brought a fresh outlook to film 
analysis. I am glad to have taken classes with 
him,” Leslie Nichter, ’02, Communication Arts 
major said. 

“Since he’s leaving, the department will be suf- 
fering a great loss,” Misty Word, a Communica- 
tion Arts major senior said. 

What A Plunge! 

Helen Wolf 
Campus Minister 

Isaiah’s images of God’s goodness are breathtaking, 
especially as we await spring weather. We are sure of 
God’s mercy that we are coming out of darkness, that 
there is neither scorching wind nor sun to smite us, that 
by springs of water we will be guided. The psalmist 
continues these assurances of God’s justice, telling us 
that God hears the cries of all creation and saves us. 
We are assured that we have not been abandoned, that 
My God is working still, and I am working. 

These readings and images carry me back to the Ap- 
palachian hills of Kentucky. I was fortunate to accom- 
pany nine phenomenal young women of our CNR com- 
munity to spend the Spring Break performing service 
for the people living in that part of the country. Yet, I 



Tracy Arce, Irais Guzman, Leanne Mascoli, 
Mari Martinez and Helen Wolf visiting 
Edith Smith's (center) farm. 


was also blessed in meeting the people of Kentucky 
and witnessing the spirit of God embodied within them. 

At first glance, however, the mercy and justice of God 
escaped me when witnessing the poverty in the 
Vanceburg hollers in the run down trailers that housed 
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School Spirit! Where Did You Go? 


Jessica Elexis Hamilton 
Page Editor 


As an English and Communication Arts major, I feel 
that The College of New Rochelle has a demanding 
and challenging curriculum. This school also has vari- 
ous clubs and teams to participate in. More so, CNR 
has numerous possibilities for leadership positions. 

Sadly, the reason there are so many leadership posi- 
tions open is because no one wants to fill them. On a 
campus of seven hundred intelligent women, it per- 
plexes me how few of those women are active within 
school clubs and teams. There are Student Government 
meetings held where not even a fourth of the school’s 
population is represented. While other schools have 
competitive campaigns to 
run for an office in school, 
we have uncontested bal- 
lots and minimal voting. 

This school cannot sur- 
vive with a foundation of 
50 supporting and enter- 
taining a community of 
one thousand. 

School sponsored events 
are poorly attended. For 
example, Campus Minis- 
try held a movie night 
sponsored by Maura Hall. 

Eight people showed up, 
only three of which were 
from Maura. The Spirit students revive their spirits during the Snow Day 
Competition between the February 27, 2001. 

freshman, sophomore, 

junior and seniors classes, which was one of the few 
sources of school pride, was cancelled this year. There 
were not enough people interested in organizing the 
event to make the activity come to fruition. The Think 
Fast Game Show, on the other hand, was a well-at- 
tended event because most of the people showed up 
only to try to win the two hundred dollar prize that was 
advertised. Must every activity throw money in the air 
for people to even glance in the direction of a campus 
activity? Do we need to have a limousine pick people 
up at the dormitory in order to escort them to a school 
event in the cafeteria? 

Is the school not good enough? Are the few who are 
involved too ambitious or is the majority of CNR lazy? 

Why don’t students like this school enough to give back 
to it? Is it that we are all women? Is it the Catholic 
undercurrent? Is it the small budget that restricts our 



enthusiasm? Is the work so intensive that we must con- 
centrate all of our energy on school and spend no time 
to relax? Is it that we pay $18,000 dollars a year for 
classes that we can go to in our pajamas and dorm 
rooms so cold that we wear our coats to bed? Is it the 
food? Is it the flu? Is it the sound of a jackhammer 
rousing us out of our sleep at six in the morning? Is it 
the lack of gym facilities and a library? Is it the end- 
less construction and nothing to show for it? Is it the 
lack of social, spirit rousing organizations on campus? 
Is it that we have few sports teams? 

If we don’t participate in our college lives, how can 
prospective employers expect us to participate in the 
workplace? How can we expect to take charge of our 
lives outside of college if we don’t take charge of them 

while we are still in col- 
lege? How can we surren- 
der such an influential 
part of our lives to a small 
school committee? We 
have become children of 
Pop culture and would 
rather sit in front of a tele- 
vision to watch reruns of 
Friends than converse in 
the living room. We 
would rather blast our 
headphones in our ears 
3 than actually hold a dis- 
ci cussion with someone 
.2 

1 about music. We would 
rather sit in front of our 
computers for hours at a 
time than actually interact 
with a living and responsive person. We have become 
a generation that is rich in technology and poor in per- 
sonal communications. Have we really achieved more 
than our parents have? Does it matter that we are we a 
generation that is exposed to endless possibilities when 
we are not even willing to participate in necessity? 
Spirit is not only essential to the survival of a college 
community, but it is a requirement of life. As students 
we are obligated to make the best of our college expe- 
rience by taking the best of our lives and contributing 
it to others. Our preparation for life begins here at this 
school. When will our apathy end? When will the spirit 
be revitalized? When will our student life be restored? 

Only we can answer these questions. We can’t com- 
plain if we make no measure to improve our situation. 
Our unhappiness with school is our unhappiness with 
ourselves because only we can control our joy. 


Will You Leave The Greeks Alone? 


Kimberly Baker 

Staff Writer 

Sororities and social fellowships have always had a 
huge impact within the CNR community. Not only do 
they contribute the sisterhood of this campus, but also 
the effective leadership as well. Besides being repre- 
sentatives of their own organizations, members of these 
organizations also 
participate in the 
college’s events and 
activities. Academi- 
cally, they are fo- 
cused students that 
are able to maintain 
GPA’s ranging from 
3.0 to 4.0. With all 
of these credentials 
it is obvious that there is great amount of goodness that 
sororities and social fellowships have to offer. So why 
aren’t they accepted within the CNR community? 

Certain students who are against these organizations 
would say that these “groups” discriminate and only 
allow a few individuals to become apart of their soci- 
ety. Another set of students would probably say that 
these “groups” are dangerous while a portion of the 
rest of the student body would praise their good name 
and volunteerism. Although there are many opinions 
from different sides, is it fair to speculate and prejudge 


these organizations? Of course not, but if ignorance 
plagues the minds of those that make irrational com- 
ments then the belief that sororities and social fellow- 
ships discriminate and are dangerous will exist. 

As a member of a Greek lettered organization look- 
ing at all sides of the triangle, I can understand the 
threat that some people may have against sororities and 

social fellowship. 
However, I cannot 
quite comprehend 
the ignorance. 

Sororities and So- 
cial Fellowships 
have history behind 
their names and sym- 
bols. In addition to 
history and prin- 
ciples, these organizations also partake in community 
service programs such as volunteerism and sponsor- 
ing meaningful events. These activities are just half of 
what each organization participate or sponsor. If one 
wants to become a member these organizations that 
individual must get involved with the community and 
its members. 

There is a membership process which contains a se- 
lection process. Within this selection process the mat- 
ter of race, creed or color is never an issue or a reason 

to select a particular individual. The reasons why these 
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I can understand the threat that some people 
may have against sororities 
and social fellowship. 

However, I cannot quite comprehend 
the ignorance. 


Letter To The Editor: 

CENTERSTAGE 

Executive Board of Props and Paint 

As the academic year winds down and the dust settles 
on our 2000-2001 season, we feel compelled to add our 
voices to the outcry of this newspaper against the apathy 
that is so evident among students, faculty and staff at the 
CNR. Apathy with a capital “A” symbolically emblazoned 
(some might say proudly) across the chests of ninety per- 
cent of our college community. 

All you have to do is attend any event on campus - and 
there are wonderful events presented week-to-week all 
year long - to see the pathetic response of faculty, staff 
and students to the efforts of the perpetually optimistic 
few. Art exhibits, literary discussions, professional pan- 
els, lectures on theology, social and political debates, the- 
atrical presentations, scientific and historical consortiums, 
poetry readings - you name it. You can’t shake a stick 
around here without hitting some sort of intellectual and 
emotional stimuli in the form of special events. But do 
members of the campus community support these events? 
No, they do not. We in Props & Paint have learned the 
hard way. 

It had been a long-standing dream of several seasons of 
Props & Paint to produce a play by William Shakespeare 
and this year seemed the time to do it n especially with a 
resurgence for all things Shakespearean. Twelfth Night was 
picked last summer by the board of Props primarily be- 
cause it is a well-known comedy, but also because it of- 
fers a cautionary tale of the ease with which women are 
pigeonholed into certain categories and roles. 

We thought that it would be a perfect opportunity for 
students to be introduced to Shakespeare “live,” some for 
the first time, and we certainly expected to have the sup- 
port of faculty who consider the study of great literature 
foremost in their curriculum. Likewise, we expected that 
faculty with a commitment to women’s studies would urge 
their students to attend. 

We couldn’t have been more wrong. What we received 
was the same level of off-handed interest that the Art 
Department has traditionally shown its colleagues who 
design, build and paint our sets. We are outraged at the 
apathy among students and faculty when it comes to sup- 
porting worthwhile programs on campus. Granted, ours 
is nothing more than a simple theatre club, but we believe 
we have a proven track record for high quality work. It 
was truly pathetic that our only full house for Twelfth Night 
was made up of a group of fourth graders from Trinity 
School; kids who threw themselves into the production, 
screaming and laughing and becoming fully involved in 
the show. They had a wonderful afternoon - the kind of 
afternoon that students of the college ought to be having. 
And if CNR students don’t know it’s there, then they ought 
to be shown or (perish the thought) required to attend. 
This is a place of learning, and when we perform a well 
conceived, beautifully cast and stunningly designed 
Shakespearean production on a Thursday evening to an 
audience of only thirty-five people, something is awfully 
wrong. 

The apathy question leads, somewhat indirectly, to our 
second major obstacle this past year: the “whore” ques- 
tion. Last fall we presented A Funny Thing Happened on 
the Way to the Forum and received considerable criticism 
from faculty and students alike for producing a play in 
which some of our members were cast as courtesans. We 
find it amusing that so many of our fellow students, who 
do not even take the time to see our shows, feel free to be 
so vocal about what we produce. We would like them to 
step forward, tell us their names, and suggest plays that 
they would like to see. 

On the other hand, among faculty, we expect a higher 
level of intellect than summarily dismissing a production 
based on the classical Greek plays of Plautus simply be- 
cause of a disagreement about casting. Such individuals 
are certainly aware that if we censor characters based on 
courtesans, we might as well write off half the great lit- 
erature of the world. Isn’t it interesting that, notwithstand- 
ing our small audiences, we still manage to offend? 

But, we do want to hear more from you. To the faculty - 
let us be a resource as you develop your syllabi. We’re 
producing The Fantasticks this coming fall, IPs a Won- 
derful Life (a radio script) for the holidays, and The Hot l 
Baltimore next spring, and would be happy to give you 
advance copies of the scripts. 

And students n please come out of your rooms, away 
from the TV, and let us hear from you. Our phone line is 
(914) 654-5373. 



Mary Job 
Page Editor 

Have you ever quietly gone through the Faculty Secre- 
tary Office in the ground floor of the Castle? If you have, 
there is only one reason for it — the star was not there. 
“What star?” you wonder. Well, Vera Mezzaucelle, of 
course! 

Those of us privileged enough to speak with and listen 
to Vera as we have gone to gather mail over the years are 
lucky indeed. She is a woman of many stories, some sad, 
others gloriously inspiring. She wears her heart on her 
sleeve and is quite proud of it too. In this day and age of 
sidelong glances and biting, gossip-filled words, it is a 
pleasure to befriend Vera as she offers you a welcoming 
smile and doles out words of kindness. 

I first met Vera when I was only a freshman and worked 
in the Castle. On my way to get my boss’s mail, I would 
go through Vera’s offices, and no matter what she was 
doing or who she was talking to, she would always give 
me a glance and beam with a resoundigly loud “Hello!”, 
as though she knew me from years ago. But that’s Vera. 
She has a Barbara Walters-type quality of quickly becom- 
ing an intimate friend (although, Vera has not gotten me 
to impart my deepest, darkest secrets). 

After my 3-hour “interview” (which was really only a 
couple of gals talking about life) with this short, dark- 
haired, beedy-eyed, and bubbly personality, I have only 
one goal in this paper — to portray Vera in a way that 
gives justice to the amazing individual that she is. 

There are so many wonderful things about Vera that I 
could write about, really. For example, she is a huge — 
and I mean huge in a humungous sort of way — fan of 
Tom Selleck. Yup, good old Magnumn P.I. She used to be 
and still is friends with Richard Rountree, a.k.a. the origi- 
nal Shaft. And she even impressed the likes of Alan Alda, 
so much that he wanted to take a picture wtih her. How 
impressive is that? 

I could also write about the fun little things in Vera’s 
life, for example, her trip to Ireland with Sr. Anne Bunting 
and a group of CNR faculty and students years ago. What 


Very Vivacious Vera 

was so great about the trip? Well, sweet little (she is per- 
haps only 5 feet) Vera was hit on by a young Irish gentle- 
man. Oh, poor Vera! Those of us who know Vera, know 
that she wouldn’t make a scene, but what could she do 
about this young man who wouldn’t get away from her? 



Vera Mezzaucelle — “the most important person on 
campus . ” 


Well, to the rescue comes her friend Richard. “Is every- 
thing alright, Sr. Vera?” screamed Richard across the room. 
“Oh yes,” answered back newly vowed Sr. Vera. Need- 
less to say our young gentleman was quite ashamed that 
he had hit on a nun and apologized immediately. But, the 
fun doesn’t end there. It turned out that the gentleman 
was the tour guide for Vera’s group, so she had to pre- 
tend to be Sr. Vera for three whole days! 

Of all these really funny things in her life, I want to share 
with you something else. The question that always came 
to my mind when I first heard that Vera had been here at 
CNR as Faculty Secretary for over 20 years is “why?” 


And Vera said that she had an absolutely wonderful job in 
a law firm prior to coming here, and that her goal had 
always been to be a lawyer. Wow! Then what is she doing 
here you must wonder? 

The simple answer is Frankie and David, her sons. With- 
out regretting the choices in her life, Vera chose a path 
not of financial self-fulfillment, but one of emotional self- 
fulfillment. Although the better paying job was available, 
the job that was closer to her children (her home is prac- 
tically across from the College) was the better choice in 
comparison. Widowed in 1978, Vera’s concern more than 
anything in the world was her children and their happi- 
ness as a family. For Vera, the proximity of the College to 
home has helped her create and maintain strong ties to 
her children. And when she speaks about her Franke or 
David, she always has a smile on her face. 

And then CNR itself, as expressed through the many 
beautiful people that walk through its and on its lawns, is 
the second plus for Vera. Starting with her own family — 
parents, siblings, children — Vera’s connections to the 
people she has grown up with or just met are very strong. 

As I sat in her large sunny office, filled with innumer- 
able photographs of students, faculty, staff and friends of 
past and present, many people came in and out of the 
office, each time to a “Welcome” from Vera. When he 
found out that I was interviewing Vera, Dr. Dan Bresnahan 
of the Graduate School promptly announced to a shocked 
Vera that she “is the most important person on campus.” 
I took a quick look at Vera and noticed that she got teary- 
eyed. Dr. Bresnahan continued with mroe heartfelt hon- 
ors. Vera finally asked him to stop before she did in fact 
cry. 

But that is, I think, the real beauty of Vera. From her 
boisterous greetings to her intimate conversations with 
old and new friends, her connections with all the people 
in her life and the importance of nurturing those relation- 
ships really are admirable aspects of this woman. 

So, when you go through the doors of the Faculty Secre- 
tary next time, do not be surprised when you are greeted 
with a “Hello!” from a dark-haired woman behind the 
desk. It’s just your next friend, Vera. 


Richelle Fiore 
Contributing Writer 

Height is the first noticeable feature. His lean form com- 
mands attention as he navigates his ways through the quiet 
corridors. His eyes focus ahead of him, his arms tucked 
at his side, as one hand clasps the strap of a worn leather 
backpack. A giant in the land of dwarfs. To the untrained 
eye, he appears to be reserved, quiet, unfriendly. You know 
the type, one of those stuffy professors that are just a little 
too serious. 

Dr. Dennis Ryan appears an imposing figure for one siple 
reason. He’s taller than practically everyone at The Col- 
lege of New Rochelle. A kind and compasionate person, 
he is trapped inside a rather large package. 

A hidden spark of curiosity emerges from the depths of 
his blue eyes as a horrified look flashes across my face. 
“Thirty years?” I choke out in a questioning tone in re- 
ply to my initial question. That’s how long you have been 
teaching at The College of New Rochelle? 

The ability to commit to one place for such a long time 
both astonishes and scares me as an eighteen year old. 
His presence has been felt on this campus for more than 
twice my lifetime. A scary thought indeed. Commitment 
to education is one of the many admirable qualities that 
personify Dr. Ryan. 

“I love to teach, it’s as simple as that. I never teach the 
same class twice. The students are different, there are al- 
ways new perspectives,” he says with a smile. 

The road to CNR has not always been clear to the Phi- 
losophy and Religion Department chair. He started at 
Georgetown University as a Pre-med major. Not happy 
with that life-path, he dropped out and became a Chris- 
tian Monk. This occupation led him to a path that would 
fulfill him for seven and a half years. The parting from 
the monastery was not completely amicable, instead, it 
was highly suggested that he leave. “I asked too many 
questions,” he explains. 


Gentle Giant 

However, this questioning sparked his interest in other 
religions. Lucky for the students at CNR! While working 
on his Ph.D. in Comparitive Religion, his personal inter- 
est in China grew. Due to the communist regime, the coun- 
try was closed to foreigners. India, however, a realatively 
new democracy, was open to foreign study. There he 



With a ready smile — Dr. Dennis Ryan. 


worked on his thesis, studying the Hindu epic 
Mahabharata. 

“China was my dream,” the soft spoken man says to me 
when I prompt him. 

Granted status as a Foreign Expert, teaching English to 
international-trade students, Dr. Ryan was finally able to 
go to China. Although he was officially in the country 
only to teach English, craftily, he planned to fulfill his 
pursuit of investigating Chinese religious traditions. With 
an adventurous twinkle in his eye, he dives back in his 
memory and plucks a few tales to share with me. 


Dr. Ryan was assigned to work with the Director of For- 
eign Experts. The intention was for the foreigners to ask 
the directors for everything, and to stay out of trouble. 
One of the barriers of this plan was that the Director spoke 
no English, and his secretary spoke only a little English. 
This was both a blessing and a curse. The blessing was 
that the Director was not aware of most of Dr. Ryan’s 
investigating and was able to curb it. The curse was that 
the Director usually found out. 

“I needed a bike and I figured I had gotten to the point 
where I could ride around without killing myself.” On 
a Saturday, he traveled to the bike shop and purchased 
the one size, “I’m kinda tall,” one speed, “it’s kinda 
hilly too,” bike that would serve as his vehicle of inves- 
tigation. 

The Director discovered this infraction on Monday and 
Dr. Ryan did some quick thinking. His excuse? Exer- 
cise. His movements on the bike were restricted to riding 
around the statue of Mao on the university lawn. By the 
fence there was a gatekeeper, in actuality, a snoop. With 
a laugh of introspection, he reveals to me how he be- 
came allies with the spy. “I supplied him with Chinese 
alcohol and bought him off.” Nothing was going to keep 
him from doing what he needed to do — investigate 
Chinese traditions. The bike story is only one of the 
many stories that Dr. Ryan willingly tells of his travels. 
Mostly, they are handed to the students in his classes. 
Most recently, he participated in the dramatic reading of 
A Christmas Carole , playing the role of Bob Cratchit. 
Acting was one way he was able to channel his inner- 
ham actor within. “If I had more time, I’d probably be 
more involved with Props and Paint,” he explains when I 
questioned him further, “but I teach.” 

Dr. Dennis Ryan is a storyteller always in search of an 
audience. Next time you encounter him, ask him if he has 
a moment to tell you a story. Most likely, he’ll dazzle 
you. 



Love and... 
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Wedding Bells With A Different Ring 


Mary Job 
Page Editor 


Have you ever dreamt of your wedding day? Can you 
envision the castle it will take place in? The myriad of 
roses lining the isles? Your bridesmaids slowly glide ahead 
of you towards the altar. And there he is — Prince Charm- 
ing, Mr. Right, the man of your dreams. He stands tall 
with perfectly groomed hair, a crisp clean tuxedo and a 
lovingly smile as you go toward him. And there you are, 
about to spend the rest of your life with this man. By the 
way, did I mention that yours is an arranged marriage? 
That’s right. An arranged marriage. But it is not just the 
arranged marriages of yesteryear. Yours is the arranged 
marriage of today — yours is a planned marriage. 

Arranged marriages are usually associated with devel- 
oping nations, especially south Asian nations such as In- 
dia. However, arranged marriages have actually not al- 
ways existed in East Indian culture. What South Asians 
term “love marriages” (falling in love with your spouse 
prior to tying the knot) existed thousands of years ago. 
However, these types of marriages, called “swamber” in 
India, turned out to be unsuccessful. Many people picked 
their spouse based only on physical attributes or material 
wealth. Marriages quickly failed. In order to prevent this 
increase in failed marriages, the elders of the community 
introduced arranged marriages, which soon became popu- 
lar in the culture (www.indobride.com). Marriages were 
then arranged based on affinity and suitability. The idea 
was that couples that were suitable could make a mar- 
riage work in the long term. 

Many arranged marriages of today, in South Asia and 
abroad, have changed in some aspects. Whereas in the 
past, women were married when they were mere girls — 
uneducated 16 to 19 years old mostly who needed a man 
to support them — more and more educated women today 
are married when they are a little older, perhaps in their 
early or late 20’s. Also, dowries (payment made by the 
woman’s family to the man’s family as money to take 
care of the woman) are less prevalent in marriages where 
both the husband and wife are employed. Perhaps, the 
biggest change in arranged marriages is that the woman 
or man for whom the marriage is being arranged is al- 
lowed to agree to the prospect presented to them. In addi- 
tion, today’s couples generally are able to talk and even 
date more than before (although only for a limited num- 
ber of times). For instance, when my cousin Reena mar- 
ried earlier this year in Kerala, India, she had many con- 
versations with her now husband, and she met him a few 
times, with chaperons present. 

This idea of arranging marriages and barely dating, how- 
ever, is in opposition to the Western notion of love before 
marriage. Mariangeles Martinez, ‘03, Nursing major, be- 
lieves “Marriage is nothing if you don’t love the person.” 
Notwithstanding, the high divorce rates found in the West 
are something that many South Asians attempt to avoid, 
especially those who are greatly influenced by their cul- 
ture. 

A large part of the culture of many South Asians involves 
not dating or having limited dating. What is an Indian 
woman or man bom and/or raised in the U.S., or in a coun- 
try outside of their homeland, to do if she/he is unable to 
date in order to meet a potential spouse? Knock, knock. 



Who’s there? Welcome to the wonderful world of the 
Internet. 

Many tech-savvy men and women today turn to the 
Internet to find a possible mate through on-line matrimo- 
nial advertisements. Taking the place of existing newspa- 
per matrimonial ads, the Internet offers a medium for 
matrimonial ads to be viewed on a global scale. And it 
seems that many look to matrimonial websites to find their 
mate. In their advertising, “SnehaQuest.com” boasts their 
35,041 membership numbers, with 23,943 males and 
11,098 females who are registered with them 
(www.SnehaQuest.com). 

Matrimonial websites such as SnehaQuest.com not only 
offer an opportunity to browse through potential candi- 
dates, but also post stories about real-life couples who 
have found each other through on-line matrimonial ads. 
One such story was written by a woman named Ranjani 
(www.matrimonials.com/articles/raja_ranjani/). Ranjani is 
from an orthodox Tamil (a state in India) Brahmin (part 
of the Hindu caste system) family and lived in Singapore. 
There were few eligible men in Singapore who had the 
same familial background as she had. Therefore, Ranjani 
took the advice of a friend and posted an ad at the 
Matrimonials.com website. 

Ranjani received many responses, which she had to weed 
through. She ended up with one guy who seemed inter- 
esting, named Raja. Raja lived and worked in the U.S., so 
the two communicated via e-mail as much as they could. 
After one or two months of e-mailing, a couple of phone 
calls, and only viewing a few on-line pictures of each other, 
Ranjani and Raja decided they wanted to spend their lives 
together. 

After her parents got over their initial shock at Ranjani 
not only finding a suitable spouse for herself, but finding 
him on-line, they met with Raja’s parents and collectively 
agreed with their children’s choices. Raja and Ranjani fi- 
nally met in person two days before their wedding in In- 
dia and were smitten with each other. And according to 
her article, Ranjani and her husband are happy and well 
living in the U.S. currently. 

Marriages such as Ranjani’s do not fit into the definition 
of traditional arranged marriages. A more appropriate term 


for this kind of marriage is “planned marriage.” Coined 
by Matrimonials.com, “[it is when] the individuals get- 
ting married meet with the pre-determined intention of 
possibly getting married. They usually have a good idea 
of the type of person they are looking for and seek out 
only those individuals matching their preferences... the 
individuals getting married have an active role in the se- 
lection process” (www.matrimonials.com/ 
plannedMarriage.html). The ‘pre-determined intention of 
possibly getting married’ distinguishes on-line matrimo- 
nial ads from better known on-line dating ads (remember 
South Asians are not encouraged to date). 

The ‘selection process’ involves criteria that can be ques- 
tionable to some. Matrimonial websites allow those look- 
ing for a spouse to register under categories such as cul- 
ture, caste, height, career, age, sex, skin color, visa status, 
etc., along with the inclusion of pictures. One particular 
ad (not reflective of the many ads available on-line) read: 

Female, 28, Ht: 5 ’5”, Non-Veg, Christian, from Delhi, 
resides in USA, Never Married. Correspondence invited from Chris- 
tian Doctors/ Engineers/ Lawyers below 32 years who is a U.S. Citi- 
zen or Immigrant for a Christian. Immigrant medical Doctor (MBBS) 
28 years resides in USA for 25 years. (GodBlessMatrimonials.com). 

“Who sets these categories? And are they really effec- 
tive?” wonders Vera Chernysheva, ‘02, English and Com- 
munications Arts major. Unfortunately, since the use of 
matrimonial ads has yet to be researched, the effective- 
ness of it can not be predicted. Earlier this year, Ira Mathur, 
a journalist who has contributed articles to 
Matrimonials.com, requested feedback from users on the 
success of the website. Her research is not yet complete. 
What is known, however, is that such websites continue 
to grow in use. 

“That is the hot topic at my house now,” says Jincy Jacob, 
recent CNR grad from the School of Nursing, when I ask 
her if her parents are looking for a man for her. Only 23 
years old now, the marriage conversation has been going 
on in her house for almost a year. Matrimonial classified 
ads have already been put out and family and friends 
around the world are keeping their eye out for a potential 
mate. 

“Do you want an arranged marriage?” I ask, curiosity 
filling me as I look at this modern Indian-American 
woman. 

“Well, I think so,” she answers. “It’s not like I date or 
anything. I mean, if I did find a guy, my parents would 
agree to it if he is from my culture and everything. But, I 
don’t think that is going to happen, so I think that having 
my parents look for a guy for me is fine. And they know 
me well enough, so I trust their choices. Of course, the 
final decision is mine.” 

Jincy is a prime example of the middle ground between 
traditional arranged marriages and “love” marriages. Jincy 
is influenced greatly by her culture and her family, yet 
having been raised in the U.S. she is a woman who cher- 
ishes choices and acknowledges her choice in choosing a 
husband for herself. 

Remember Mr. Right in your dream wedding? What if 
he is the product of a planned marriage? Would you want 
to wake up immediately or keep on dreaming? 


Imagine being a bride whose worth is evaluated by a 
piece of tissue in your body and whose virtue the groom 
demonstrates by hanging bloody sheets outside of your 
wedding night bedroom for the entire village to view. Or, 
imagine being considered filthy because of the same piece 
of tissue and undergoing female castration done by an 
elderly woman with dirty instruments at the age of 12. 
Some women do not have to imagine it. 

Virginity. 

Although simply defined by the American Heritage Dic- 
tionary as “the state of being pure, unsullied, or un- 
touched,” this noun has endless definitions depending on 
the cultural background, sexual orientations, and religious 
upbringing. No matter which ideology rules the defini- 
tion, it becomes most important in women’s lives only. 
When it comes to the question of genders, the double so- 
cietal standard on the issue is the reason for the impor- 
tance of a woman’s hymen. What is the importance of 
virginity and why should it be so important that it is to be 
evaluated by biological, cultural or religious norms? 

According to its biological definition, virginity is a state 
of never having had sexual intercourse. In its biological 
definition, virginity becomes purely a physical issue for 
both genders. For women, however, because of the pres- 
ence of the hymen, it becomes an issue that can be scien- 
tifically proven. Yet, as in any scientific hypotheses, the 


Virginity Suicides 


Vera Chernysheva 
Editor-in-Chief 


rule has exceptions. For example, what should a woman 
be identified as, if that missing hymen is torn not in a 
sexual intercourse, but while horseback riding or while 
participating in gymnastics? Is she a handicapped virgin 
or just an extremely careless one? 

The row of such exceptional virgins continues once one 
gets past the ‘traditional’ sexual relationships (because 
we are dealing with science here, ‘traditional’ is what bi- 
ology would find as the most common or even ‘natural’ 
relationships). So, in the ‘untraditional’ sexual relation- 
ships - such as homosexual, or lesbian, since in this essay 
we are dealing mostly with female gender - virginity then 
becomes a very non-biological term. Consider these cases. 
How, for example, is virginity lost or proven in lesbian 
relationships? Better yet, consider this one: does a bisexual 
woman lose her virginity twice? 

Obviously, even biological science fails to be objective 
in this case. Despite that failure, for many cultures and 
for many centuries virginity is a much treasured part of a 
woman’s biology. Retaining virginity until marriage has 
been an important goal of some unwritten but well-known 
law of propriety, but since only a woman can prove such 
a vow with her body it has grown to apply only to a 


woman. A double standard based on gender advocates 
losing virginity for men and savoring it for women. 

If you are a woman in Israel, your virginity does not 
belong to you but to your entire family. It is a trademark 
of a popular trend that increases your price as a bride. 
Once the virginity is given away, a woman is considered 
to be no better than a prostitute. In the case study by Lesley 
Hazleton, a reporter for Jerusalem Post , it is proven that 
loss of virginity is the major factor leading to prostitu- 
tion. The gangsters running “the woman’s oldest profes- 
sion” in Israel recruit their women through rumors of their 
sexual experiences by cutting them off from their fami- 
lies. In the cases of some families, not much objection 
comes from the parents of the non-virginal daughter. 

Fear of being disowned by her parents because of her 
lacking virginity drove Iris, a sixteen year old participant 
in the research, into a deep depression. Hazleton was the 
first person Iris told that she had been raped by a stranger 
at night, just fifty yards from her home. She had not dared 
to tell her parents about it, afraid they would brand her as 
a prostitute, turn her out of the house or accuse her of 
provoking the rape. At the time of the case study, Iris’s 
parents were still unaware of the cause of their daughter’s 
depression. 

Here is quite a different outlook on virginity. If you are 
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Ever wonder why it seems impossible to tune into MTV 
or BET without seeing dozens of scantily-clad women 
dancing across the screen, or hearing about the money, 
the cars and the jewelry? 

In an age (and industry) where sex sells, the average 
viewer can easily be led to believe that today’s music no 
longer has a message with meaning. However, there are a 
number of artists in the music industry that are relying 
more on talent and lyrical depth rather than the usual for- 
mula of dancers, cash, and fast cars. 

For the most part, those at the forefront of this musical 
revolution are women. This seems fitting, given the cur- 
rent portrayal of women within the music industry. An 
example of the negative portrayal of women in music can 
be seen in the album “The Marshall Mathers LP,” by con- 
troversial rap artist Eminem. Songs included on the al- 
bum are considered to be misogynistic as well as ho- 
mophobic. For instance, the lyrics to the song “Kim” 
depicts a violent scenario in which he imagines killing 
his wife and mother of his daughter, Kimberly Mathers. 
Also, there are songs on the album that are aimed at 
his mother, Debbie Mathers-Briggs, alleging drug 
use and negligence toward Mathers as a child, for 
which she has since filed and settled a suit. 

When questioned concerning their perspective 
on the way in which women are portrayed both 
in videos and lyrics, CNR students shared simi- 
lar opinions. “It’s gotten worse,” says junior 
Communication Arts major Danielle Adams. 

“Sexual acts are depicted; more of women’s 
bodies are being shown. They aren’-t shown as f " 
more, but as ‘boy toys.’ It sometimes gets to the point 
where there are sexual acts being shown in.music videos. 
These videos give young men the idea that it’s all right to 
demean women and no value is placed on a real relation- 
ship.” 

Michelle Talbert, a senior and a Resident Assistant in 
Brescia Hall, agrees, “I’m really not for it, but nobody 
forces these women to be in the videos. It’s really all about 
the money. I wish women could find other ways of show- 
ing their beauty without running around practically na- 
ked for some stupid guy.” 

Most would agree that there is a vast difference between 
today’s mainstream music and yesterday’s soul, rock, and 
funk. Where the majority of the songs on the airwaves 
twenty years ago were written by the artists, today there 
seems to be a giant machine somewhere in Florida manu- 
facturing the acts as well as the music. 

This may prove to be one explanation as to why most of 
what we hear on the radio or see on music channels seems 
trite, flashy, and uninteresting. The success of pop super- 
stars such as Britney Spears and Christina Aquilera seems 
to be based largely on sex appeal rather than the lyrical 
content of their songs. Similarly, Jay-Z and other rappers 
frequently display semi-nude young women as they flash 
jewelry and sip champagne. One artist, Dr. Dre, observed 
that some of the girls featured in a particular video can be 


seen in others as well, saying “It’s time to do something 
different.” 

As a testament to this statement, artists like Lauryn Hill, 
Erykah Badu, Jill Scott, and Musiq Soulchild have begun 
the movement to revitalize music through talent in both 
their vocal and songwriting abilities. Lauryn Hill, 25, broke 
records with her solo debut album, ‘The Miseducation of 

Lauryn 
Hill.” 
Sweep- 
i n g 
the 


w n of 

the Year, Best New Artist, Best Female R&B Vocal Per- 
formance, Best R&B Album, and Best R&B Song cat- 
egories, Hill distinguished herself as an accomplished solo 
artist and song writer separate from her work with former 
group members Wyclef Jean and Praz of the Fugees. In 
addition, Hill’s Grammy-winning album marked the first 
time ever that the R&B genre won in the Album of the 
Year category and also set the record for the most awards 
won by a female artist. 

Some of the outstanding tracks from Hill’s album in- 
clude “Lost Ones,” in which she warns fellow artists of 
the dangers of becoming focused more on their success 
and fame rather than their creative talents. The bonus track 
“Tell Him” serves as a reminder to Hill’s listeners that, 
after all is said and done, love still remains. Another inter- 
esting aspect of the song is that it echoes verses in the 
New Testament of the Bible, found in the book of First 
Corinthians, thirteenth chapter: “I can give away every- 
thing I possess, but if I lack love, then I have no happi- 
ness.” 

Jill Scott, a Philadelphia native, has been compared to 
Betty Carter and Erykah Badu because of her soulful sound 
and lyrical content. Her debut album, entitled “Who is Jill 
Scott” contains the spoken word in addition to song; one 
critic hailed it as an “honestly erotic and animatedly sweet 
album.” Scott’s single “A Long Walk,” for example, 


chronicles the beginning of her romance with her fiance. 
“These words have soul, conviction, and woman behind 
them,” says Scott of her album, “A really important part 
of my work is that everybody has their own power. We 
don’t follow like sheep; every child has their own [gift].” 
Discovered by the drummer of The Roots, a sextet which 
proved to be a refreshing alternative to mainstream rap, 
Scott was invited to collaborate on a number of tracks on 
their sophomore album “Things Fall Apart.” Within an 
hour, Scott wrote what became the lyrics to “You Got 
Me,” which won the group the 1999 Grammy for Best 
Rap Performance. Scott was also recently honored at the 
2001 Soul Train Awards for Best New Artist. 

An artist who has made a welcome return after a three- 
year hiatus is Erykah Badu, who recently followed up her 
breakthrough album “Baduizm” with “Mama’s Gun.” 
Critics regard Badu’s lyrical style as innovative and witty. 
It is evidenced in tracks like “Bag Lady,” in which Badu 
sends an empowering message to female listeners, en- 
couraging them to release emotional weights and remem- 
ber that their most valuable possession is themselves. 

Compared to the late jazz legend Billie Holiday, Badu’s 
soulful lyrics contained in her sophomore album com- 
municate to the listener positive messages of love 
and self-assertion. A particular track, “Time’s A 
Wastin’’ reflects the personal and artistic growth 
Badu has experienced during her three-year ab- 
sence from the music charts: 

“Time’s a wastin’ / don’t you take your time 
young man / Keep on dri ftin’ and / ain’t no tellin’ where 
you’ll land... / Sweet love and sunshine/ if it’s all in the air / Then 
it’s all on your mind/livin’ in a world / That’s oh so fast/gotta make 
your money last / Learn from your past....” 

Musiq Soulchild is a Philadelphia native and believes 
that today’s musical scene may be in need of greater vari- 
ety as well. “In the last few years, music has been wa- 
tered down slightly,” says Johnson, whose breakthrough 
album “AIJUSWANASEING (I Just Want To Sing)” has 
won the young singer and songwriter comparisons to 
Marvin Gaye and D’Angelo. Johnson is also a member 
of the group Soulquarians, a musical alliance between 
artists including Erykah Badu, D’Angelo, Jill Scott, and 
The Roots. 

Tracks that stand out as examples of Johnson’s lyrical 
talent are “Just Friends (Sunny),” a song which illustrates 
the boy-likes-girl next door theme in a refreshing and taste- 
ful way: 



“I’m not trying to pressure you / Just can’t stop thinkin’ 
about you / You don’t even really have to be my girlfriend / I just 
wanna know your name and maybe sometime / We can hook up, 
hang out, just chill...” 

As these artists make their mark on the music industry 
through their talent and refreshing lyrical content, it is 
safe to say that the world of music as we know it is about 
to make another change; this time for the better. 


Virginity 

continuation from p. 4 
a woman in Africa, virginity is your enemy. So, either 
within the first days of a girl’s life or when she has al- 
ready matured into a woman, the hymen is surgically re- 
moved. The reasons for female genital mutilation (FGM) 
vary from human hygiene to her identification with the 
cultural heritage as a woman to even myths about en- 
hancement of fertility. FGM can also be performed to 
cause a psychosexual trauma in a young woman in order 
to suppress her sexual desire before marriage and to sub- 
limate it for the satisfaction of her future husband. 

According to The State of Women in the World Atlas of 
2000 , twenty eight African countries practice female cir- 
cumcision. By the year 2000, an estimate of 130 million 
women have undergone genital mutilation. Since then, 
another two million join their ranks each year. To make 
the numbers relate to the American public, that means 
that in five years every woman in the United States would 
have undergone genital mutilation. 

Female teenagers in the United States of America are 
under consistent pressure of media images and messages. 
Adolescent curiosity, fueled by peer pressure, is fed by 
the openness of the American media regarding the topic 
of sexuality. According to this year’s study by the Henry 
J. Kaiser Family Foundation, two-thirds of prime-time 



shows contained sexual content. Sex on TV is abundant. 

“Virginity is such a joke in this country,” says Tara 
Kistler, ’02, a CNR Biology and Chemistry major. 
“Twelve and thirteen year olds are becoming sexually 
active and are getting pregnant nowadays. Sex is portrayed 
as a mature activity. It’s sensationalized. It’s everywhere. 
Of course, losing it would seem like not a big deal.” 
Along with being ‘not a big deal,’ loss of virginity is 
seen as a ‘cool’ activity. Peer pressure often dictates that 
being a virgin is an undesirable indication of immaturity 
or prudishness. Losing one’s virginity seems to be a sure 
way of entering the adult world and of discovering one’s 
sexuality. It is also a required common experience that 
young women see as a means of bonding, understanding 
each other. 

“Lost virginity is a way to become one in the ‘in-crowd’,” 
says Kimberly Baker, a CNR sophomore majoring in 
Communication Arts. “It’s an experience you talk about 
with your girlfriends and an experience that you share.” 
A side effect of such openness about sexuality among 
teenagers is a presumption by both genders that sex is an 
entitlement. According to the Rhode Island Rape Center 
study of 1 ,700 sixth- and ninth-graders found that 65% of 
male teenagers and 57% of female teenagers find it ac- 
ceptable for a male to force female into sex after the six 
month period of dating. Sex is permitted and an expected 

continuation on p. 6 
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activity for both young men and women. 

As one of the anonymous interviewees for the Time Magazine article titled “Where’d 
You Learn That” said, “If you are feeling steamy and hot, there’s only one thing you 
want to do. As long as you’re using a condom, what’s wrong with it? Kids have hor- 
mones too,” said this sixteen year old female who lost her virginity at the age of four- 
teen. 

It is easy to blame the media for such shocking opinions by American kids. Yet, ac- 
cording to “Sex on TV Is. . . Not Sexy !,” a recent article in Time Magazine , much sexual 
in content current television shows are not about the attractiveness of sexual activities. 
Sex is portrayed realistically, with all of its sloppiness, mistakes, awkwardness and 
myths. For example, “Sex in the City,” a recently nominated show on HBO, includes 
sex scenes that are quite comic and not romanticized. “It’s as real as TV sex has ever 
been.” TV shows also seem to have become obsessed with virgins that are obsessed 
about their virginity. “Felicity,” “Buffy,” “Popular” - you name it - all have virgins on 
the list of their characters. 

The statistics prove that being sexually active is not such a ‘cool’ activity for American 
kids any longer after all. According to the Princeton Religion Research Center, increas- 
ing proportion of Americans consider premarital sex wrong. In 1998, 38 percent of 
Americans valued saving one’s virginity until marriage. Today the number has increased 
to 46 percent. 

Jennifer Crowhurst, a CNR Religion major and sophomore, says, “Virginity should be 
saved for that perfect special person, and once given away, cannot be gained back.” 

The main reasons are not of only moral or religious nature, however. Teenagers are 
more careful with sex because of fear of disease and pregnancy. According to the article 
“The Good (and Bad?) News About Virginity Pledges” of Time Magazine , there is a 
new trend among American teenagers between the ages of 14-18 -- publicly promising 
to postpone sexual intercourse until after marriage. 

“Virginity is a personal choice,” says Baker. “A woman should wait for the special 
person. It takes being responsible for the possible consequences.” 

Today Generation Y is split in its opinions on the topic. Our generation also appears to 
be wise to realize that virginity is a question for each individual to answer separately. 
Whatever reasons determine personal decisions - biological, cultural or religious - their 
importance should be evaluated by the woman herself. It is the value of the relationship 
that matters nowadays, not the presence of a bodily tissue. 

“The definition depends on the individual, really,” says Marie McGillycuddy, a CNR 
sophomore Communication Arts major. “In my family, it is a sacred thing that has to be 
shared by love, not just sex. Love and sex are two different things.” 

Love and sex are certainly different. Virginity, however, stands on its own ‘different’ 
category that is to be determined by different individuals for themselves. 
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Unbearable Without The Beer 

Tara Kistler 
Contributing Writer 

As a graduating senior, I try to welcome the spirit of 
adventure. However, I am a bit skeptical about embrac- 
ing some of the adventurous changes that are being 
planned for this year’s Strawberry Festival. What am I 
getting at here? The loss of the beer garden and a hired 
DJ. 


As someone who has just become of legal drinking age, 
I personally lament the loss of the beer garden. Besides 
my personal woes, I actually believe that not having it 
might create more troubles than initially realized. My 
first question is, how does the administration plan to 
enforce the ‘no alcohol policy’ during the Strawberry 
Festival? I admit, I am unaware of most general secu- 
rity procedures, but how does this college plan to keep 
people from bringing coolers containing their own bev- 
erages? How will the college keep people from bring- 
ing their alcohol in inconspicuous containers? 

The presence of the beer garden established a bound- 
ary for the ingestion of alcohol, and identification checks 
were strictly enforced. Without the garden, a potential 
situation is created where individuals might attempt to 
bring their own alcohol with them to Strawfest, wander 
all over the festival with drinks in their hands, and even- 
tually have this alcohol end up in the hands of underage 
drinkers. 

Although, some of us will sorely miss the subtraction 
of the beer garden, there are, however, additions to look 
forward to. The first new addition is the Strawberry Cafe. 
This is an area were lawn games. Karaoke, and displays 
of CNR talents on stage will take place. These activities 
were obviously designed to be family oriented. They 
sound interesting, and I will definitely make an effort to 
participate. 

But what about the DJ? Speaking as a student who has 
slaved over a booth during the past three consecutive 
Strawberry Festivals, the eclectic array of music played 
by the DJ was a part of the festival I could readily enjoy 
without neglecting my duties at the booth. 

The other new addition to look forward to is the rein- 
statement of the Daisy Chain by Props and Paint. Tradi- 
tionally, however, the Daisy Chain was done by seniors, 
or debutantes. This year CNR students from any class 
are able to participate. Such addition will undoubtedly 
make our Strawfest more jovial, but may also prove to 
be a learning and educational experience for some of 
those unfamiliar with the rich heritage that CNR pos- 
sesses. 



1976 Strawberry Festival, the revived celebration of Spring on 
campus. 
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Shawn Fanning is 19 years old. He is a regular kid laws itself, but of contributing to and facilitating other 

from Boston with a big idea, an idea that startled the people’s infringement. 

nation, excited teens, and threw the music industry on “Napster is about facilitating piracy and trying to build 

a curve. Sitting in his dorm room late one night, he a business on the backs of artists and copyright hold- 

listened to his roommates complain about not being ers,” said RIAA Senior Vice President Cary Sherman 
able to find the songs they wanted to download, and in an interview. 

not being able to get them fast enough. Then it hit him. There are, however, other artists who share quite an 

He decided that night that he was going to make his opposing view. At the MTV’s Rock the Vote party, Dave 

own website allowing anyone from anywhere with Grohl, the lead singer of the Foo Fighters stated, ”1 
internet access to download and share songs. So he don’t think Napster should pay sh — . I think Napster 

began writing the code. By January of 2000 he had should just exist and be free for everyone. It’s the same 

dropped out of Northeastern University in Boston and thing as when the industry freaked out when tape cas- 

started living in his uncle’s office staying up all hours settes were introduced, and everyone was afraid that it 

of the night writing the program which would become was going to destroy the music industry. It’s ridicu- 
Napster (a name that derived from a childhood nick- lous! “ He then added, “At the end of the day, I think 

name referring to Shawn’s usually nappy hair). the most important thing is how many people come to 

Napster is the fastest growing on-line site in history, the shows. Music shouldn’t have to cost money. Mu- 
recently passing the 25 million mark in less than one sic should be free.” 

year. It is dedicated to downloading ISO-MPEG Au- Grohl may be right, Napster shouldn’t have to pay 
dio Layer-3, or more commonly known as “MP3’s.” sh — . Nearly 75 percent of college students have down- 
Developed by the German engineering firm Fraunhofer loaded music from the internet, and 58 percent of them 
IIs in 1 987, MP3’s are an audio format that allows us- did so by using Napster, according to a recent study by 
ers to compress and send files easily over the internet. Greenfield On-line. Nearly two-thirds of the 1,135 col- 
Napster also offers chat features, and a music player, lege students surveyed said that they download the 
along with the ability to share music files. And all of music because they want to sample it before buying 
this is free for the taking! the CD. Also, by the first half of 2000, shipments of 

‘Free for the taking’ is not exactly what the big whigs compact discs reached an all time high six percent from 
in the music industry want to hear. A large amount of the past year. CD’s compromise 86 percent of the buy- 
artists, and CEOs are feeling robbed and cheated out ing market, and the dollar value grew 9.9 percent, to 
of a decent living. The biggest enemy of Napster has nearly $5.7 billion, according to the RIAA. So what 
been the Recording Industry Association of America are they complaining about? 

(RIAA) since September 1999. On December 7, 1999, The Napster software agreement says, “copying or 
RIAA filed a lawsuit claiming the Napster is guilty of distributing unauthorized MP3s files may violate 
‘tributary copyright infringement,’ which basically United States and foreign copyright laws. Compliance 
means that Napster isn’t ‘guilty’ of violating copyright with the copyright law remains your responsibility.” 


What A Plunge 


continuation from p. 1 


families with young children, abandoned barns that lay in ruin be- 
cause of unfair crop prices, water piped into homes riddled with e-coli 
bacteria. To me, God didn’t seem to be at work when learning of the 
Guess factory that just closed in order to open a shop overseas, taking 
800 jobs with it, and forcing family members to make a daily 2-hour 
commute to Cincinnati in search of work. It seemed very dark when 
hearing stories from a woman who was tied to a post in a barn for days 
by her husband, who then doused her with gasoline, playing with 
matches just inches from her soaked body. 

Did God really hear the cry of the poor? Where was God working 
still in the hills of Kentucky? 

After spending some time with these grace-filled people, God’s work 
became evident. I heard of family love so strong that to be separated 
from their own for any length of time kept them in their ancestral homes 
even in the midst of extreme poverty. I heard a very strong woman 

named Fay thanking God for 
X her present life, away from her 

X n, husband, away from the con- 

stant abuse. Grateful for each 


The birds are singing. The students are awaken- 
ing. The flowers are blooming. It must be spring- 
time at CNR! 

And in the midst of all spring works, a pair of 
careful hands is creating miracles on campus. CNR 
gardener, to some known as a man in an always 
snow-white T-shirt, to some known simply as 
Lenny, is the miracle worker here. 

Thank you, Lenny, for creating beauty every day! 


ing this semester, ” thinks 
Sophy Em, ’03, while tearing a roof 
off a renovated house. 
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So hong. Farewell. Auf Wiedersehen. Good-bye. 


Vera Chernysheva 
Editor-in-Chief 


Dear Reader: 

If I have a slight chance of capturing your strict vi- 
sion, and, hopefully, strict mind as well, I am relieved 
to announce that Tatler has successfully survived the 
entire year. The College newspaper, restarted in the fall 
with a lot of unpleasant noises like a rusty agricultural 
machine, has been able to bear a rich harvest. And I, 
now a former Editor-in-Chief, invite you to celebrate 
such successful harvest at a party where toasts are 
shouted and legacies are propounded. Come and dine 
with me, for a page. 

To translate the perhaps annoying literariness of the 
previous passages, I-the narcissistic writer and reader 
that I am- would like to welcome the new editors and 
to pass on my editorial wisdom to all editors to come. 
And so, here it is — the legacy. 

Here is my immediate advice to the new editors be- 
fore they undertake their mission. I recommend you 
figure out what Tatler should be. In other words, while 
surrounded by choirs of criticizing voices, try to lay 
down Tatler' s mission, one which you and your staff 
agree upon. For example, seek to answer the follow- 
ing questions: Is Tatler a publcation that speaks the 
school officials’ or the students’ narrative? Should it 
concentrate on the events that promote the good na- 
ture of the College or should it expose its ills? Does 
Tatler's style mimic PR material or belong to a 
protagonistic voice? 

Once the mission is laid out, find a reliable circle of 
writers who actually understand the meaning of the 
word ‘deadline.’ They, as any aspiring scholars and 
leaders on campus, are your saviors. Treat them well! 
They will prove to be the driving force of the spirit — 
both Talter' s and yours— when dead silence is the only 
reward you receive from readers. Please do not get 
aggravated about the fact that in our student body opin- 
ions tend to retain their oral nature and refuse to be 


...And the position of 


transferred into written language for the masses to ex- 
amine. Myths are our origin. Myths are our comfort. 

Perhaps it should be celebrated that opinions are plen- 
tiful at The College of New Rochelle. Yet, it is in 
Tatler's genre to concentrate on the campus news, not 
only its opinions. It is a newspaper after all. Out of the 
guidelines of newswriting, we— the collective body of 
CNR heads— seem to be interested only in the ‘how’ 
part of the information. For example, as Jessica Elexis 
Hamilton mentions in her opinion piece, we are con- 
cerned more with expressing how badly we are bored, 
instead of why we are so badly bored and what can be 
done about such boredom (see page 2). 

So, the College does not lack opinionated minds. 
Neither do the opinionated minds lack means of ex- 
pression. On a campus of less than a thousand students, 
sharing the press arena with Phoenix , SAMS , Femmes 
d' Esprit and several other publications, Tatler has con- 
siderable competition. How then does one find the 
writers and the readers without taking away from other 
publications and from our own dignity — that is the 
question for Tatler to figure out yet. 

Finally, there is a question of Tatler's independence 
from any other organization or ruling power on cam- 
pus. How far does the freedom of press extend at CNR? 
How can iheTatler staff and advisor get rid off the limi- 
tations in themes without suffering personal or finan- 
cial penalties? The answer to some of these questions 
is in the organization’s choice to either live in agre- 
ment with the politics or to gain complete indepen- 
dence from them. 

Yet, do not fear. A conflict of a dangerous topic has 
not risen on campus yet, or when it has, it, once again, 
remained a myth. Our interests as women and students 
have stayed, at least during my editorial career, within 
the boundaries of proper behavior for young women. 

And so, on such ‘proper’ note, I wish the next Editor- 
in-Chiefs a fruitful experience in their new positions 
on Tatler at The College of New Rochelle. Enjoy your 
own party. 

Sincerely, the parting Editor-in-Chief. 

Tatler Editor-in-Chief 
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for 

the 2001-2002 Academic Year 
goes to... 

(drumroll, please!) 

Richelle Fiore, ‘04, 

and 

Jennifer Snively, ‘03! 

Congratulations to the new wave of intelligence! 


♦♦♦ 
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The College of New Rochelle 
is pleased to confer 

Honorary Degrees 



at 

Commencement, 




: : 




m 


Thursday, May 24, 2001 

on the following recipients: 
Beverlee Bruce 
Program Director, 

Social Science Research Council 


Mary Schmidt Campbell 
Dean, Tisch School of the Arts 
New York University 

Walter McCarthy 

Vice President for Financial Affairs 
The College of New Rochelle 


Most Reverend John R. McGann, D.D. 





Bishop Emeritus 

. ' is I > • v ' .. i . ■ 

Rockville Centre, New York 



Absolute Education 

Anastacia Smith 
Staff Writer 


Are you tired of high school? Have tests and presenta- 
tions got you down? Have you put your teachers on 
your own personal hit list? Well, a solution to your 
problems is just around the corner. This remedy, known 
and used throughout the world, has been enlightening 
people for over a hundred years. In the past, this solu- 
tion was for the elite, the high class, the rich and fa- 
mous. Now for the mere price of $80,000 you can have 
one too. 

This solution will rid your life of homework for years 
to come. It will allow you to breathe easier and never 
worry about another term paper as long as you live. 
Upon taking this remedy you will also begin to see 
you professors in a different light. What is this magi- 
cal thing you ask? Well, seniors, for you the solution is 
not far away. 

This remedy, this solution, this product that I am 
speaking of is none other than a college degree! For 
the mere price of $18,000 a year you can receive a 
degree in the major of your choice. 

Act now and sign up for our four year membership 
and pay the low price of $80,000. With this comes room 
and board, an excellent meal plan, and classes taught 
by the finest teachers in the nation. Checks, money 
orders, and all major credit cards accepted. Prices and 
participation may vary due to tuition increases. Some 
restrictions may apply. 
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